
QUEER
Rites of Passage







Initiation
1. formal admission or acceptance into an 

organization or club, adult status in one's 
community or society, etc.

2. the ceremonies or rites of admission

“Since (transgender individuals) in 
this culture are neither fairly or 

accurately represented in the media, 
nor championed by a community, we 
develop our world views in solitude. 

Alone, we figure out why we’re in the 
world the way we are … transgender 

people learn to explain gender to 
themselves from a very early age.”

Kate Bornstein, “Gender Outlaw” 



Themes of Queer Initiation
● Overcoming shame

● Claiming the gifts of queerness

● Understanding & reclaiming your cultural role as a queer person

● Access to queer mentors

● Addressing collective trauma

● Connecting to queer ancestry

○ Who are your queer ancestors?



GENDER VARIANCE IS NOT NEW

“On nearly every continent, and for all of recorded history, 
thriving cultures have recognized, revered, and integrated 

more than two genders” (PBS Independent Lens)

A Map of Gender Diverse Cultures

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1zDWxhBN5aOofwpE-FkZWQsiFDlE&ll=9.130571140722697%2C151.896973&z=1


Questions of Queer Initiation
● Do I belong here?
● Who are my queer ancestors?
● Why am I this way?
● Where do I fit in my community?
● Where do I stand, sit, what box do I check?
● Is it safe for me to be who I am? To be out? 
● How do I identify, and do I want to claim that identity? If so, how?
● Will I be accepted and celebrated for who I am?
● What are my gifts?



An example of queering a 
ROP framework



Gender is a social construct 
that ascribes masculinity and femininity 

to sex assigned at birth

Generation Z (7-22) are stewarding us into a 
new social construct



Only 48% of Generation Z identifies as 
“completely heterosexual”

Over half reported knowing someone who goes by 
non-traditional gender pronouns such as they/them

81% agreed that gender doesn’t define a person as 
much as it used to

J Walter Thompson Innovation Group, 2016



GENDER VARIANCE IN NATURE

“Nature’s dealing with conformity all the time 
in brutal ways and loving ways and all the rest of it … 

it doesn’t follow the human fantasy of everybody having to be normal. 
And humans don’t follow that ridiculous idea either.”

(“Split-Sex Animals Are Unusual, Yes, but Not as Rare as You’d Think,” NY Times, 2019)



NY 
Times, 
2019



Sample Guiding Questions for a Queer/LGBT council:

● What do you love about being queer? 
● What is hard/difficult about being queer?
● How do you describe your gender identity?
● How is your gender identity different or similar to your 

gender expression?
● Do you have any queer mentors in your life?
● How is your gender identity/expression supported by your 

friends and family?

 



Excerpt from YPW Cross-Cultural Protocols:
Sexuality & Gender: We recognize the essential nature of sexuality and gender in the 
work of rites of passage, and openly explore the dynamics of masculinity, femininity, 
and queerness (as archetypal energies, social dynamics, and deep cultural wounds) in 
our work together. We recognize that binary thinking is a product of patriarchy and 
colonization, and seek to bring balance by honoring and making space for all genders 
inside and outside of this binary. We strive to create inclusive spaces where LGBTQIA+ 
folks (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer or Questioning, Intersex, Aasexual, 
plus) feel seen, heard, recognized, and honored, and to recognize and mitigate our own 
privilege in order to create safe spaces to center the voices of those often marginalized.



May we all continue to claim our gifts 

and not be ashamed of the power 

we hold as queer people. 


